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SUBJECT: CHINESE VERDICT ON CHIAO'S UN SPEECH: NOTHING NEW 
REF: HONG KONG 1 1739 

1 . THE CHINESE HAVE PROVIDED TEXT OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHIAO 
KUAN-HUA'S POLICY ADDRESS TO THE 3 1ST UNGA TO A NUMBER OF 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN PEKING AND HAVE ACTIVELY SOLICITED 
FOREIGN REACTION. 

2. VICE FOREIGN MINISTER HAN NIEN-LUNG, IN COURSE OF MEETING 
WITH AUSTRALIANS ON ANOTHER MATTER. ASKED FOR AUSTRALIAN 
ASSESSMENT OF CHIAO'S SPEECH. WHEN AUSTRALIANS REPLIED THAT 
THEY SAW NOTHING NEW, HAN NODDED APPROVINGLY, SAYING "THAT 
IS SO. THE IMPORTANT THING ABOUT THE SPEECH IS THAT IT 
AFFIRMS CONTINUITY OF CHINESE FOREIGN POLICY." 
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3. ASKED FOR HIS READING OF THE SPEECH BY A FOREIGN MINISTRY 
DESK OFFICER, AN INDIAN DIPLOMAT RESPONDED THAT WHILE THE 
GENERAL OUTLINE WAS THE SAME THERE WERE A FEW NUANCES THAT 
INTRIGUED HIM. THE MFA OFFICER CUT IN SHARPLY, ADMONISHING 
"NO, NO, THAT'S WRONG. THE SPEECH'S CONTENT IS ABSOLUTELY THE 
SAME AS BEFORE. WE WILL CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT CHAIRMAN MAO'S 
LINE IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS." 

4. COMMENT: CHINESE HANDLING OF CHAIO'S SPEECH STRIKES US AS 
HAVING AS MUCH RELIANCE TO DOMESTIC AS INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
ALLOCATION OF THE ENTIRE FRONG PAGE OF PEOPLE'S DAILY AND 
KWANGMING DAILY TO THE TEXT IS UNPRECEDENTED; IN THE PAST 
THE ADDRESS OCCUPIED A COLUMN OR TWO ON PAGE ONE AND WAS 
CONTINUED ON INSIDE PAGES. WHETHER OR NOT THE SPEECH 
GLOSSES OVER SENSITIVE ISSUES (REFTEL), IT DOES CONSTITUTE 

FOR THE CHINESE PEOPLE A DRAMATIC AFFIAMATION OF CONTINUITY 
IN FOREIGN POLICY. IN ADDITION, IT MAY WELL ELEVATE 
THE PRESTIGE OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHIAO AS THE INDISPENSIBLE 
FOREIGN POLICY TECHNOCRAT. 

DEAN 
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